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SECRET BAGHDAD 0093 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT IZ 

SUBJECT: BAATHl REGIONAL COMMAND EXPANDED 

1. IN AN EXTRAORDINARY SESSION OF THE BAATH NATIONAL AND 
REGIONAL COMMANDS ON JANUARY 10, 1977, THE BAATHl LEADERSHIP 
EXPANDED THE IRAQI REGIONAL COMMAND MEMBERSHIP FROM 13 
TO 21 BY THE ELECTION EIGHT NEW MEMBERS. THE NEW MEMBERS 
ARE: 

-SA'DOUN SHAKER- THE CHIEF OF THE MUKHABARAT, THE IRAQI 
INTELLIGENCE SERVICE. 

-JA'FAR QASSEM HAMMOUDI- LONG TIME BAATHl FUNCTIONARY WHO 
HAS HELD HIGH RANK IN PARTY SINCE THE 1950'S. CONSIDERED 
TO BE HONEST, RELIABLE AND UNINSPIRING. CURRENTLY A 
MEMBER OF BAATH PARTY BAGHDAD COMMAND. 

-ABDULLAH FADHIL- A SCHOOLTEACHER FROM SAMARRA WHO 
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JOINED PARTY IN 1958. PREVIOUSLY SERVED ON BAGHDAD 
COMMAND AND AS GOVERNOR OF MAISAN AND TA'MEEM PROVINCES. 
-FLAYEH HASSAN- A SCHOOLTEACHER EROM MEQDADIYA 
DISTRICT. PREVIOUSLY MEMBER OF NINEVEH COMMAND AND 
MORE RECENTLY APPOINTED MINISTER OF INDUSTRY. 

-TAREQ AZIZ- MINISTER OF INFORMATION SINCE 1974. 

ARRTICULATE, INTELLIGENT CHRISTIAN FROM MOSUL. 
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-ADNAN KHERALLAH- YOUNG AND UNIMPORESSIVE BUT WITH 
ALL THE RIGHT EAMILY CONNECTIONS. BROTHER-IN-LAW TO 
BAKR'S SON. 

-HIKMAT IBRAHIM AZZAWI- CURRENT MINISTER OE 
EXTERNAL TRADE. BORN IN DIYALA GOVERNORATE AND EORMER 
DEPUTY SECRETARY OF BAGHDAD COMMAND. 

-MOHAMMED AYESH- CHAIRMAN OE GENRAL EEDERATION OE 
TRADE UNIONS SINCE 1968. 

2. NEW MEMBERS ARE REMARKABLY HOMOGENOUS. THEY HAVE 
AVERAGE AGE OE 39 YEARS AND HAVE BEEN PARTY MEMBERS 
EOR AVERAGE OE 21 YEARS. TYPICALLY THEY JOINED PARTY 

IN THEIR LATE TEENS AND ALL EXCEPT TARIQ AZIZ 
HAVE BEEN ARRESTED AT SOME TIME DURING THEIR CAREER 
EOR PARTY ACTIVITIES. THEY ARE ALL LONG TERM ASSOCIATES 
OE SADDAM HUSSEIN AND ARE ALL APPROXIMATELY HIS AGE. 
MOST STARTED THEIR CAREERS AS PROVINCIAL SCHOOL 
TEACHERS AND EEW HAVE HAD ANY EXPERIENCE OE THE WORLD 
OUTSIDE OE IRAQ OR, FOR THAT MATTER, OUTSIDE OF THE 
CLOSED, CONTROLLED, SECRETIVE, AND CONSPIRATORIAL 
SOCIETY OE THE BAATH PARTY. 

3. THREE NEW CANDIDATE MEMBERS OE THE REGIONAL COMMAND 
WERE ALSO APPOINTED. THEY ARE MOHAMMED HAMZA, BURHAN 
AL-DEEN ABDUL RAHMAN MUSTAGE, AND KAMEL YASSEN RASHID. 
THEIR AGE AND BACKGROUND ARE VERY SIMILAR TO THE 
EIGHT APPOINTED AS FULL MEMBERS. KAMEL YASSEN RASHID 
HAS BEEN THE DOMINANT EULL-TIME FIGURE ON THE MILITARY 
BUREAU OE THE REGIONAL COMMAND. 
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4. EXPANSION OF REGIONAL COMMAND IS ONE EURTHER STEP 

IN SADDAM HUSSEIN'S EEEORTS TO CONSOLIDATE HIS POSITION AS 
IRAQ'S STRONG MAN. ALL OF THE NEW APPOINTEES ARE 
CONSIDERED TO BE "SADDAM'S MEN " AND THE ONLY REMAINING 
ALTERNATE MEMBER WHO OPPOSED SADDAM'S ELECTION TO THE 
REGIONAL COMMAND IN 1969, SHAEIQ ABDUL JABBAR (AL-KAMALI), 
WAS POINTEDLY PASSED OVER EOR PROMOTION TO FULL MEMBER 
STATUS. 

5. WITH EXPANSION IN MEMBERSHIP, REGIONAL COMMAND IS 
ALSO ASSUMING INCREASING IMPORTANCE. TRADITIONAL RCC 
EUNCTIONS ARE BEING SHIETED TO REGIONAL COMMAND, OR TO 
MINISTRIES WHOSE MINISTERS ARE ON REGIONAL COMMAND. 
SADDAM IS ALSO TAKING STEPS TO REDUCE THE EXTRAORDINARY 
POWERS WHICH HAVE DZEN VESTED IN THE OFEICES OF THE 
VICE-CHAIRMAN DURINCHIS INCUMBENCY. AETER HE BECOMES 
PRESIDENT, HE WOULD OBVIOUSLY PREFER NOT TO HAVE 
ANOTHER SADDAM HUSSEIN AS VICE-CHAIRMAN. 
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6. IN THE COMPETITION FOR INFLUENCE WITH SADDAM, 
CURRENT FRONT RUNNERS SEEM TO THE MINISTER OF INTERIOR 
IZZAT IBRAHIM (AL-DURI), MINISTER OF INFORMATION TAREQ 
AZZIZ, MINISTER OF PLANNING ADNAN HUSSEIN (HAMDANI), 
MINISTER OF INDUSTRY FLAYEH HASSAN, MINISTER OF 
INTERNAL TRADE HASSAN ALI (AL-AMRI), AND INTELLIGNECE 
CHIEF SA DOUN SHAKER, ALL OF WHOM ARE NOW MEMBERS OF 
THE REGIONAL COMMAND. FORMER MINISTER OF INDUSTRY, 

TAHA YASSIN RAMADHAN (AL-JAZRAWI), WHO IS ON BOTH THE 
RCC AND THE REGIONAL COMMAND, HAS DECLINED IN 
INFLUENCE FOLLOWING HIS EARLY OPPOSITION TO SADDAM'S 
PRODUCTIVITY DRIVE. FOREIGN MINISTER HAMMADI, WHO 
IS A PARTY JVEMBER, BUT DOES NOT HAVE A HIGH RANK 
WITHIN THE PARTY, SEEMS RECENTLY TO HAVE RISEN IN 
INFLUENCE AS A RESULT OF HIS HANDLING OF TT 
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MUSCAT FOREIGN MINISTER'S CONFERENCE WHICH PRODUCED THE 
DESIRED NEGATIVE RESULT. FINANCE MINISTER AL-QAISI, 

A NON-BAATHI AND AN OPENLY PRO-WESTERN BANKER, HAS 
REPORTEDLY IMPRESSED SADDAM BY HIS SOLID PERFORMANCE 
IN OFFICE. 

7. MINISTER OF INDUSTRY FLAYEH HASSAN AND MINISTER OF 
INTERNAL TRADE AL2'-.48, BOTH SENIOR PARTY MEN AND 
MEMBERS OF THE REGIONAL COMMAND, HAVE IMPORTANT 
ADDITIONAL PARTY RESPONSIBILITIES. HASSAN IS IN 
CHARGE OF RELATIONS WITH THE SHIA COMMUNITY AND AL- 
AMRI HAS RESPONSIBILITY FOR RELATIONS WITH THE 
KURDISH COMMUNITY. 

3. EXPANSION IN REGIONAL COMMAND WILL PROBABLY 
INCREASE THE EXTENT TO WHICH BAATH PARTY 
FUNCTIONS AS THE EFFECTIVE, BEHIND-THE-SCENES, 
GOVERNMENT. PARTY MEMBERS LOOK UPON THEMSELVES AS A 
DEDICATED AND HARD WORKING ELITE WHO HAVE A SPECIAL 
RESPONSBILITY TO COMPENSATE FOR THE TRADITIONAL 
CORRUPTION AND INEFFICIENCY OF THE IRAQI GOVERNMENT. 

9. MORE BIO DETAIL ON REGIONAL COMMAND MEMBERS 
WILL FOLLOW BY AIRGRAM. 

WILEY 
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